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Dr. 
Timothy
Fitzgibbons is a
second-
generation
physician who is
training the next
generation of

orthopaedic surgeons. He has been a volunteer
faculty member at UNMC for more than 
10 years, and in March he was honored as
Volunteer Faculty of the Month.  Dr.
Fitzgibbons oversees the fourth-year resi-
dents who spend three months focusing on
foot and ankle problems in his private group
practice (Drs. Gross, Iwersen, Kratochvil and
Klein).  

“Teaching is personally and professionally
satisfying,” says Dr. Fitzgibbons.  “I believe
that teaching makes me a better doctor.  I
share my experience with the residents, but
you can’t fool them.  They know the literature
and keep me on my toes.”

Dr. Fitzgibbons was born in Rochester,
Minnesota, during his father’s general surgery
residency at the Mayo Clinic.  The family
moved back to Omaha and in 1973, Dr.
Fitzgibbons earned his M.D. degree from
Creighton University School of Medicine.
He followed his father’s path to the Mayo
Clinic for a general surgery internship and
then an orthopaedic residency where he
became interested in foot and ankle problems.

The growing Fitzgibbons family returned
to Omaha in 1978. He joined a group practice
and became a member of Creighton’s faculty.
When the Creighton and UNMC orthopaedic
residencies combined, Dr. Fitzgibbons began
teaching the foot and ankle portion of the
program.  He has influenced the next 
generation of foot and ankle specialists.  “Dr.
Scott McMullen trained in the 1990s.  He
then did a foot and ankle fellowship and now
practices with our group,” says Dr.
Fitzgibbons.  “Dr. Michael Clare, a new
UNMC faculty member, is a recent Nebraska

residency graduate who did a foot and ankle
fellowship in Florida.  And Dr. Dave Inda,
another recent Nebraska orthopaedic graduate,
joined our group after a foot and ankle 
fellowship in New York City.”

A third-generation Fitzgibbons is now in
medical school; his daughter is a third-year
student at Creighton.  Tim and Therese also
have three sons:  one in college, one in the
Foreign Service, and one working in
Omaha.  

In addition to patient care and teaching,
Dr. Fitzgibbons has written more than 20 
scientific articles and 11 book chapters.  He
also serves as a reviewer for several
orthopaedic journals and has been active in
numerous local, state, and national medical
organizations.  Dr. Fitzgibbons enjoys golf
and says he and Therese hope to spend more
time during the winter at their condominium
in Florida “where I can do some academic
writing while looking out on water instead 
of snow.”

Dr. Timothy Fitzgibbons: UNMC Volunteer
Faculty of the Month

Drs. Kristoffer Breien, Jason Browdy,
John Sojka, and Joshua Urban graduated
from Nebraska’s orthopaedic surgery 
residency program in June of 2003.  During
his residency, Dr. Urban also completed an
additional year of research.  Dr. Charles
Rockwood, an internationally renowned
orthopaedic surgeon from the University of
Texas Health Science Center, San Antonio,
gave two presentations during graduation
weekend.  

During the weekend, Dr. Urban received
the John F. Connolly, M.D. Award for
Outstanding Research.  His CV currently
lists 11 publications and one accepted 
publication that is soon to be released.  Dr.
Breien received the Frank P. Stone, M.D.
Award for Academic Excellence.  All of the

program’s current and graduating residents
presented faculty member Dr. Matthew
Mormino with his fifth Outstanding Teaching
Award.  Dr. Michael Clare, who joined the
faculty last year, also received an
Outstanding Teaching Award.  

“We try to make graduation weekend a
memorable occasion for residents and their
families,” says Dr. Kevin Garvin.  “Many of
the activities, including the graduation dinner
and travel costs for our guest speaker are
supported by gifts to the department’s annual
development fund.  Thanks to annual gifts
from orthopaedic graduates and friends, 
the Class of 2003 graduation was a true 
celebration.”  After graduation, the Class of
2003 and their families scattered across the
country for fellowships. 

Left to right: Dr. Charles
Rockwood,Jr., Guest speaker; Dr.
Kevin Garvin, Chair; and graduating
residents Dr. Jason Browdy; Dr.
Joshua Urban; Dr. Kristoffer Breien;
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Continuing Education and Grand Rounds
UNMC orthopaedic graduates are welcome to partcipate in any of the following contiuing education seminars and Grand Rounds present-

ed by department faculty, current residents, and guest speakers.  Here is the tentative schedule.  Please call the department (402-559-4533) in
advance to confirm the schedule:

October
13 Nonunions (Drs. Mormino and Humphrey)
20 Management of acetabular defects in

THA (Drs. Sekundiak and Reed)
27  Osteosarcoma (Drs. Neff and Buck)

November
3   Periprosthetic fractures (Drs. Otterberg

and Hansen)
10 Ankle fractures—pending (Drs.

McMullen and Lauder)
17  Calcaneus malunions (Drs. Clare and

Humphrey)
24  Distal biceps injuries (Drs. Giangarra

and Rosipal)

December
1    Achilles tendon repair and reconstruction

(Drs. Inda and Lauder)
8   TKA (Dr. Tarkin)
15  THA for pediatric hip diseases (Dr. Hasley)
22  Posterior tibial tendon dysfunction 

(Dr. Reed)

January
5    Morbidity & Mortality  (Drs. Hansen,

Humphrey, Reed)
12 Shoulder replacement for arthritis (Drs.

Fehringer and Davis)
19 Pre-operative planning for THA (Drs.

Garvin and Hasley)
26 Rheumatoid hand (Drs. Tiedeman and

Prince)

February
2   Lumbar disc replacement (Dr. Hansen)
9   Hindfoot fusions (Drs. Clare and Lauder)
16 Throwing injuries of the shoulder 

(Dr. Humphrey)
23 Distal femur fractures (Dr. Prince)

March
1    Metacarpal and phalangeal fractures—

pending  (Drs. Murphy and Tarkin)
8    Acetabular fractures  (Drs. Mormino 

and Lauder)
15 Kienbock’s disease (Dr. Lauder)

22  Simple and complex elbow dislocations
(Drs. Fehringer and Humphrey)

29 Mid-America Meeting presentations

April
5  Morbidity & Mortality (Drs. Hasley,

Lauder, and Davis)
12  Osteoporosis  (Drs. Recker and Davis)
19  Combined ligament injuries about the

knee  (Drs. Brown and Prince)
26  Hip fractures  (Dr. Tarkin)

May
3   Proximal humerus fractures  

(Dr. Humphrey)
10 Soft tissue sarcomas (Dr. Prince)
17 Non-operative management of low back

pain  (Drs. Devney and Hansen)
31  Implant Selection in TKA

(Dr. Sekundiak)



Faculty News
Congratulations to Dr. & Mrs.

Edward Fehringer on the recent birth of
their daughter Ellie Caroline Fehringer,
born on September 15th, 2003.  Dr.
Fehringer graduated from the
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery
Residency Program in 2000, and is an
Assistant Professor with the Department
of Orthopaedic Surgery.

What’s News 
with You?

Break the news to your friends!  Drop us
a note about your professional activities,
honors, or other news and views so we can
publish them in Breaking News.  Feel free to
fax us at (402) 559-5511 or send an email to:

dmeyer@unmc.edu
(attention: Breaking News).

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Year residency completed:______________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Activities:___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Please return to the address shown:

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery and Rehabilitation
981080 Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE 68198-1080

Or send news via email to:  dmeyer@unmc.edu

Visit our web site (www.unmc.edu/orthosurgery).

This summer the Nebraska Health System adopted a new name and logo.  “The Nebraska
Medical Center” replaces the former name “the Nebraska Health System,” which research showed
was confusing for patients.  Glenn Fosdick, president and CEO of The Nebraska Medical Center
says the name better reflects the institution’s image as a regional and national medical center.
Chancellor Harold Maurer, M.D., says the new name capitalizes on UNMC’s reputation as a world-
class academic health sciences center.  Also this summer, The Nebraska Medical Center was ranked
among the country’s best hospitals in U.S. News & World Report and in the top 40 for cancer care.

Hospital Unveils New Name and Logo

On Your (Book)mark!
New names and new logos bring changes in Web sites.  We continue to update the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery Web site, including 

information about our residency training programs, faculty profiles, research projects, patient information, and background about orthopaedic diagnosis
and treatment.  The site links to UNMC publications, the Eppley Cancer Center, and other UNMC colleges and departments.  Back issues of “Breaking
News” are also archived on the site.  Here are some sites you might want to bookmark:

• Department of Orthopaedic Surgery (www.unmc.edu/orthosurgery)    • University of Nebraska Medical Center (www.unmc.edu)
• The Nebraska Medical Center (hospital) (www.nebraskamed.com)

We would also like to extend our
congratulations to Dr. and Mrs. Hani
Haider on the birth of Jawad Mehdi
Haider, born June 16th, 2003.  Dr.
Haider is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery
and Director of Biomechanics Research
at the Scott Technology Center.

A Message From The Chair
This summer and fall the department said some hellos, goodbyes,

and thank yous.  We said goodbye to our graduating residents who
moved on to fellowships at some of the country’s top institutions, and
we welcomed three new residents who began their training in July.
We welcomed Dr. Cheng-Hsin Ma, a new research associate, and saw
several of our research staff move our existing lab to new research
laboratories in the Scott Technology Center.  In addition, we welcomed
Dr. Charles F. Burt to our faculty at the end of August.  Some of you
may know Dr. Burt, who will be our newest instructor.  You will
learn more about him in the spring issue of Breaking News.

We joined with the rest of the Omaha medical community in 
saying goodbye to Dr. L. Thomas Hood who passed away in August.
Dr. Hood was a former chair of the department and founder of the
department’s residency training program.

The fall issue of “Breaking News” is also a time to say thank you.
Thanks to our volunteer faculty who play a key role in our residency
program.  And we want to say a big thank you to alumni and friends
who provide financial support to the department.  Next year, we will

publish an honor roll of the individuals and organizations who 
contribute financially to our department.  Private support is vital to
the department’s momentum for excellence.  

This issue features many stories about activities that are supported
by private gifts:  our residents presenting research results at the AAOS
meeting, bringing guest speakers to Omaha to share their expertise
and experience with residents and faculty, providing seed money for
research projects, purchasing equipment to help us develop innova-
tive surgical techniques, and even funding the guest speaker and din-
ner for our residents’ graduation weekend.  

So we say “thank you” to the people who contributed to our
department in so many ways; “hello” to eager new residents, new 
faculty, and new staff members; and “farewell” to old friends who
have given so much to our profession.

Dr. Kevin Garvin

Research Associate Cheng-Hsin Ma,
Ph.D., has not performed an orthopaedic
implant, but he can tell you all about the
molecular characteristics and physical 
properties of the materials that coat
orthopaedic implants.  

Although he has lived in the Midwest for
several years, Dr. Ma had not been to

Nebraska until he interviewed with Dr.
Fereydoon Namavar, professor and director
of Nano-Biotechnology, earlier this year.  Dr.
Ma lived in Illinois, while completing a
Ph.D. in materials science and engineering at
the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
(UIUC).  Born and raised in Taiwan, where
his parents still live, Cheng-Hsin Ma earned
a B.S. degree in nuclear engineering and an
M.S. degree in nuclear engineering and 
engineering physics from National Tsing Hua
University.  

“My master’s degree advisor attended
UIUC, so he urged me to go there for my
Ph.D.,” says Dr. Ma.  “I considered Stanford
University, especially because my brother
lives in San Jose.  I also considered other
universities, which have more city lives, such
as MIT and Northwestern; but the University
of Illinois offered me the best scholarship.”

“It was a good place to study, though,
because there weren’t many distractions,” 
he laughs.  Although he’s settling into an
apartment near the Scott Technology Center,
Dr. Ma already likes Omaha.  “I like 
everything,” he says, “football, baseball,
Broadway plays, art, jazz at the Joslyn Art

Museum, and the Old Market.”  He likes to
fish and says he’s waiting for cooler weather
so he can go fishing in Nebraska.

While in Illinois, Dr. Ma was a teaching
assistant in the Department of Materials
Science and Engineering.  He also designed
experiments, built and maintained an ion-
beam-assisted deposition system, and operated
various surface analysis metal strength-testing
machines.  Dr. Namavar saw Dr. Ma’s 
presentations at the 2002 International
Conference on Metallurgical Coating Thin
Films.  Earlier this year, Dr. Namavar invited
Dr. Ma to interview for a position with the
department’s Nano-Biotechnology
Laboratory, now housed at the Scott
Technology Center.  Dr. Ma and Dr.
Namavar will be working with the new 
ion-beam-assisted deposition (IBAD)
machine.  Watch future issues of Breaking
News for information on this amazing piece
of equipment.

Dr. Ma is excited about the opportunities
here and the medical applications for their
biomaterials research.  He is happy to be 
the newest member of the department’s 
biomaterials research team.

Cheng-Hsin Ma Joins Department’s
Research Team



Three new residents embarked on their
orthopaedic residency education this sum-
mer at UNMC s Department of Orthopaedic
Surgery and Rehabilitation, and by now
they have settled into the rigors and rota-
tions of the program.  We hope you have
an opportunity to meet and get acquainted
with these outstanding new residents.

Curtis W. Hartman was born in
Hermann, Missouri, a farming community in
the central part of
the state.  He didn t
stray far when he
went to 
college and med-
ical school, earning
both a bachelor of
science degree in
bio-
chemistry and an
M.D. degree at the
University of Missouri in Columbia.

His grandfather was a general 
practitioner for more than 50 years, and
Curtis says this allowed him to see many
different facets of the practice of medicine.
As an undergraduate, Curtis worked as a
laboratory technician and later as a unit
attendant at University Hospital in
Columbia.  Working as a summer research
intern paid off with scientific experience and
a few professional publications to his credit.
Curtis also volunteered in the emergency
room of University Hospital.  For five years,
he worked as a laborer on a roofing crew
during summer and winter breaks from
school. 

During medical school, Curtis studied a
patient who had been injured in a car acci-
dent, and this experience sparked a keen
interest in orthopaedics.  One summer,
Curtis participated in a research project
that investigated the microvascular supply
to the patellar tendon.  Later he assisted
orthopaedic surgery residents with a
research project that evaluated the 
applicability of tissue decontamination
using the detergent Chlorhexidine.  

When he s not studying, Curtis says he
enjoys playing golf and tennis, hunting,
water skiing, and traveling.

Randon C. Johnson stayed
close to home,  by going to the University
of Arizona (UA) for his undergraduate study

and medical school.  He earned two bache-
lor s degrees: a bachelor s of science in
molecular and cel-
lular biology and a
bachelor of arts in
political 
science.  He went
on to complete his
M.D. degree at UA
as well.  He was
introduced to
orthopaedics dur-
ing college when
he worked as a patient care technician at a
local hospital and was trained to be an
orthopaedic 
technician.  Randy assisted 10 
community orthopaedic surgeons and saw
a variety of procedures and cases.

During medical school, he worked at a
pediatric clinic that provided orthopaedic
care to disabled children from Mexico.
Randy became the clinic s student coordina-
tor, organizing medical student involvement
at the clinic.  He also did some research
during medical school,  participating in two
research projects related to total knee
arthroplasty.  Randy has his name on two
research publications, and he presented
the group s research at the Western
Orthopaedic Association in August 2003.
In an effort to maintain a life outside of
medicine,  Randy worked at a Tucson ten-
nis and fitness club throughout medical
school.  He played on the medical school s
co-ed soccer team
and enjoys moun-
tain biking and
golf.  

Randy was
also active in med-
ical student
groups, serving as
a student repre-
sentative for the
AAMC
Organization of Student Representatives
and as Western Region Liaison to the
Communications Committee.  

Leonard K. Kibuule was born in
Kabuwoko, Uganda and is now a U.S. citi-
zen.  He earned a bachelor of science
degree in electrical engineering from the
University of Texas at Austin and earned
his M.D. degree from the University of

Texas Southwestern Medical School in
Dallas.

Leonard says he has always been fas-
cinated with the construction of interesting
devices and as a child took apart house-
hold electronics to see how they worked.
In college he became interested in creating
systems that could facilitate activities of
daily living for people with missing or mal-
formed limbs.  As an undergraduate,
Leonard did an internship, first with IBM, 
working with Java networking tools and 
developing software file management sys-
tems.  As a Hewlett-Packard intern, he
developed 
software and hardware to test computer
servers.  After college Leonard worked as a
software engineer for Advanced
Microdevices where he designed and
developed intranet software tools. 

During medical school, he served as a 
mentor for local students and was involved 
in recruiting students to become physi-
cians. Leonard also traveled with several
physicians 
to Mexico on a medical mission trip.
Leonard was also active in the Student
National Medical Association. 

Leonard enjoys tennis, skiing, weight
lifting, jogging, and hiking.  He remembers
trying out for the high school tennis team
with a wooden racket and eventually
improving his game (and equipment) until
he was among the top players in the dis-
trict.

Welcome to our New Residents —Class of 2008

On the Move
The Department of Orthopaedic

Surgery is on the move!  In September,
several faculty and staff from the
department’s Biomechanics Laboratory
and the Nano-Biotechnology
Laboratory moved their research
equipment into the Scott Technology
Center.  

The spring 2003 issue of “Breaking
News” included a story about the 
center, which is designed to help 
technology companies develop through
partnerships with the University of
Nebraska and other businesses.  
The Scott Center offers department
researchers customized space for
developing and testing innovative joint
replacement implants and materials.
Drs. Hani Haider and Fereydoon
Namavar are leading the research
activities in the Scott Technology
Center.  Research Associates Dr.
Cheng-Hsin Ma, Andres Barrera, and
Shasank Mupparapu; technical staff
members Richard Croson and Benjamin
O’Brien; and student assistant Dana
Hess have also moved into laboratory
space in the Scott Technology Center
this fall.

The American
Association of
Orthopaedic Surgeons
will meet March 10-
14, 2004, in the city
by the bay.  Dr. Kevin
Garvin expects that
Nebraska will again
have a strong pres-
ence at the meeting,

both at the research presentations and at the
alumni reception on March 12.

Several current residents and faculty are
planning to share the results of some interesting
research projects at the 2004 meeting.  Also,
the Nebraska/Creighton Orthopaedic alumni
reception always draws a crowd of enthusiastic
alumni and friends.  The reception will be
Friday, March 12, from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at the
Marines’ Memorial Club, 609 Sutter Street in

San Francisco.  The gathering is a great
chance to renew friendships with orthopaedic
graduates from across the country.  Save the
date!  The department will send invitations
later this year. 

Correction: The spring issue of
Breaking News ran several photos from the
2003 AAOS meeting and reception.  We
would like to apologize for misspelling Dr.
Brian Hasley’s name in a photo caption.

Canada
native Connie
Feschuk
arrived in
Omaha this
year, but
before she
said, “yes,” to
a new job and
a new town,

she surveyed the area and analyzed the
opportunities.  Now the department’s Clinical
Research Coordinator, Connie helps survey
orthopaedic patients from all over the
region—among other projects. 

Born and raised in Winnipeg, Connie
earned a nursing diploma, and a bachelor’s
degree in English and economics from the
University of Manitoba.  Connie’s three
grown children have traveled from Canada to
visit and check out her new hometown. “I

went from suburban lawn care and driving, to
urban life where I walk everywhere,” Connie
says. She lives near the Old Market and enjoys
Omaha’s many activities, especially the
Joslyn Art Museum’s summer jazz concerts.  

Connie also enjoys her new job.  One of
her current projects with Dr. Sekundiak
involves surveying patients and creating a
database of pre- and post-operative data.
“We hope to collect longitudinal patient 
outcomes data on about 2,000 patients who
had hip or knee surgery,” she says.  Dr.
Sekundiak, who worked with Connie in
Winnipeg, urged her to apply for a position
here.  She visited and liked what she saw.  

Connie assists several department faculty
with projects.  She’s currently helping 
coordinate some of Dr. Namavar’s NIH grant
applications.  Connie is also coordinating:

• a randomized clinical trial to compare the
pros and cons of two different sizes of

femoral heads in revision hip surgery

• a research project related to a new minimally
invasive incision technique for hip surgery
(see accompanying article)

• an intensive review and analysis of hundreds
of patient charts to better predict which
patients will need a blood transfusion 

• research that compares anterior knee pain
in people who have never had knee surgery
with patients who have undergone a knee
replacement

The department uses privately contributed
resources as “seed” money to support 
promising research activities like the ones
described here.  Some of these projects may
go on to attract larger external grant funding.
Earnings from the Lied Foundation 
endowment also help support the department’s
research staff and activities.

Clinical Research Coordinator Connie Feschuk:
Surveying New Territory

This summer, Assistant Professor Todd
Sekundiak, M.D. performed one of the first
minimally invasive hip surgeries (MIS) at The
Nebraska Medical Center.  The breakthrough
has sparked local media interest, but the
technique is still quite new and Dr. Sekundiak
cautions that it may not be right for every
patient.  Still, he remains optimistic about the
new procedure.

“The new technique uses smaller incisions
and causes less trauma to the body,” explains
Dr. Sekundiak.  “The result is that most
patients will be back on their feet much sooner
and experience less post-surgical pain.”  In
addition, MIS can shorten a patient’s hospital

stay by one or two days. 
The usual opening for hip replacement is

about 8 inches long, but with MIS, there are
two ¾-inch incisions, one for the stem and
one for the cup.  “We put the cup in through
the front incision.  The stem is placed from
the buttock and down into the thigh,” says
Dr. Sekundiak.  Measurements taken prior to
surgery are crucial to the success of the 
procedure.  “We try not to move the implant
around once it is in the body.”  More 
movement of the implant causes more 
damage, which causes the patient more pain
and a longer recovery—even with this 
minimally invasive technique.  It is believed

that MIS will lessen the time for crutch use
and rehabilitation, compared to traditional
knee and hip replacement surgeries. 

Dr. Sekundiak says other surgeons in the
department are using the minimally invasive
techniques.  So far, department faculty have
performed about 50 surgeries.  “Our next
step is to share what we have learned with
other surgeons,” he says.  This will be 
possible with our learning and research 
facility now taking shape at the Scott
Technology Center.  The center will play a
defining role in teaching new surgical 
techniques and evaluating their effectiveness.

Minimally Invasive Hip and Knee Surgery Shows Promise

American Academy of
Orthopaedic Surgeons

71st Annual Meeting
March 10-14, 2004

San Francisco, California

2004 AAOS Meeting Set for San Francisco



Dr. L.
Thomas Hood,
chair of the
Department of
Orthopaedic
Surgery from
1968 to 1974,
died August 12,
2003, in
Omaha, at the
age of 81.

Dr. Hood teamed up with Dr. Stanley
Bach, Dr. Dwight Burney, and others  to
launch the residency training program in
1968.  “He chaired the department and 
pioneered the residency program, all while
working in a group private practice in
Omaha,” says Professor Walter Huurman,
M.D.  “Dr. Hood was personally responsible
for the first 12 people to enter the residency
training program at Nebraska.  And he was
the first surgeon in Nebraska to do total joint 
replacements.  He was a strong presence in

orthopaedics and a prominent person in the
community.”

Dr. Hood graduated from UNMC in 1946
and served two years in the Army.  He 
completed a residency at the Mayo Clinic and
in 1952 joined the practice of Drs. Schrock,
Johnson, and Waters in Omaha.  A former
professor of Orthopaedic Surgery, Dr.
Herman Johnson was Dr. Hood’s father-in-
law and influenced Dr. Hood’s choice of
orthopaedics as a specialty.  Dr. Hood studied
in Europe at the side of one of the first surgeons
to develop and perform total hip arthroplasty.
When he returned to Omaha, Dr. Hood
shared his knowledge with others.

After devoting more than 30 years of his
life to medicine and medical education, Dr.
Hood retired in 1984.  The UNMC College
of Medicine honored him in 2002 with its
Distinguished Alumni Award.

The names of Dr. Hood and his wife,
Marjorie, are displayed on the department’s
permanent Wall of Honor (see article on

page 5) which recognizes those who have 
provided major support to the department
over the years.  In addition, the Hoods,
through the Omaha Community Foundations,
have supported the department on an annual
basis.  Dr. Thomas and Marjorie Hood have 
established a trust that will eventually endow
a professorship: the L. Thomas Hood, M.D.,
Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery.  Dr. Hood
is survived by his wife, Marjorie.  The couple
had been married for nearly 60 years and had
three sons and many grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

NOTE:  Dr. L. Thomas Hood played a
key roll in the history of the Nebraska 
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery.  Dr.
Walter Huurman, a professor in the
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery and
director of Pediatric Orthopaedics,  plans to
write a series of articles for Breaking News
featuring the history of the department.  The
first article is scheduled to appear in the
spring 2004 issue.

Founder of Nebraska Orthopaedic Residency
Training Program will be Missed

Gifts from orthopaedic alumni and friends,
faculty members, foundations, and corporations
support the department’s mission and provide
vital resources for resident education,
research projects, equipment purchases, and
much more.  

“With the state’s severe budget cuts to the
university, this has been a tough year for our
department and Nebraska’s entire medical
center,” says Dr. Kevin Garvin.  “Private 
contributions from our alumni and friends
are especially important and appreciated this
year.  Whether they are major endowments
given by the people listed on our Wall of
Honor, or smaller contributions from recent
graduates to our annual development fund,
private contributions help build the 
department’s momentum of excellence.  

Some people choose to support the
department’s annual fund (a department-wide
fund) that is used primarily for resident
activities, such as supporting residents who

present research results at national meetings,
bringing renowned guest speakers to campus,
or even helping make resident graduation a
true celebration.  Other people choose to direct
their gifts to specific funds for scholarships,
research, or equipment, for example.  

Christina Hixson of the Lied Foundation
created an endowment, and the annual earnings
from this endowment support a variety of
orthopaedic research projects.  Some of the
Lied endowment is used as “seed” money to
support promising research activities, some
of which may lead to larger external grants.
Not long after he underwent knee surgery in
1996, Charles Durham, chairman of the
board and chief executive officer of Durham
Resources, made a generous contribution to
the department.  According to Dr. Garvin,
those funds support people and equipment
related to research in nanotechnology and
joint replacement design.

The late Dr. L. Thomas Hood and his

wife, Marjorie, have set a high standard for
generosity.  Over the years, they have 
supported orthopaedic education, faculty, 
and patient care.  “We are grateful for each
and every expression of support,”  says Dr.
Garvin.  “Private gifts make a day-to-day
difference in the educational opportunities 
we provide our residents, the research 
breakthroughs in our labs, and the patient
care in our clinics.” 

Private Contributions Help Build the Department’s Momentum

Welcome Dr. Burt
In the spring issue of Breaking

News, you will meet Dr. Charles F.
Burt, a new clinical instructor in our
department. Many of you may know
Dr. Burt, a 1993 UNMC graduate who
completed his orthopaedic residency in
1998.  Welcome Dr. Burt

A series of distinctive brushed metal
plaques have been installed on an interior
wall in the department.  The Wall of Honor
permanently recognizes the individuals and
organizations who have provided more than
$100,000 to the Department of Orthopaedic
Surgery and Rehabilitation.  The Wall of
Honor includes names and etched portraits of
Charles W. and Marge H. Durham, Christina
M. Hixson of the Lied Trust, Dr. L. Thomas

and Marjorie Hood, and Dr.
Richard A. Pettee.  Another
metal plaque of the 
department’s new logo (the
large red “N” tied to a tree)
embellishes a brief summary
of the history of Nebraska’s
orthopaedic program.

The latest addition to the
department’s Wall of Honor
will be a plaque for Wayne
and Eileen Ryan of Omaha.

The Ryans will be featured in the spring
issue of “Breaking News.” Wayne Ryan
founded Streck Laboratories. 

Dr. Kevin Garvin says the recognition
plaques demonstrate the close ties between
generous private support and the history of
excellence at Nebraska’s Department of
Orthopaedic Surgery and Rehabilitation.
And, he notes, there is plenty of room on 
the wall to recognize future donors.

Wall of Honor Installed Honor Roll of 2003
Contributors to be
Published Next Year

Next year, for the first time, the
department will publish an honor roll
of contributors to the Department of
Orthopaedic Surgery.  This list will
publicly honor the individuals and
organizations who make contributions
to the department during the 2003 
calendar year.  The honor roll of 2003
contributors, which will be published
in the fall issue of Breaking News, is a
small way of acknowledging the 
generosity of those who financially
support the department’s mission of
excellence in teaching, research, patient
care, and service.

Department at Graduation Outing
Residents, faculty and guests take a break from the scientific meetings for the annual graduation group photo.

Visiting Speakers
The department has hosted guest speakers

from across the country and is in the process
of scheduling presenters for winter and
spring 2004.  According to Dr. Kevin Garvin,
donations to the department’s development
fund help to support visiting speakers who
share their expertise and experience with 
residents, faculty, staff, and area physicians.  

Last spring, Dr. Paul Duwelius, an
orthopaedic trauma surgeon from Portland,
Oregon, gave two presentations:  “Initial
Experience with Minimally Invasive Hip
Surgery” and “Tibial IM Nailing:  How Low
and High Can You Go?”  Also last spring,
Dr. Vince Fietti, an Associate Professor of
Orthopaedic Surgery at Columbia University’s
College of Physicians and Surgeons and 
senior attending at St. Luke’s–Roosevelt

Hospital in New York City, taught a hands-
on session about the TriMed Wrist Fixation
Technique.  Last December, Robert C. Cohen,
vice president of Research and Development
at Implex Corporation in New Jersey and Dr.
David Lewallen, professor of Orthopedics at
the Mayo Medical School, spoke to residents
at a meeting sponsored by Zimmer 
manufacturing regarding “Surgical
Applications of Trabecular Metal.”


